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In recent decades there has been growing interest in the preservation of the built 

environment associated with coal mining in parts of Asia, Australia, Europe, and North 

America. This is in contrast to the past where the focus has been on the negative impacts 

of coal mining operations threatening to damage or destroy heritage sites. Therefore, this 

study turns to coal mining areas as a common theme of material culture and cultural 

landscape worthy for preservation interventions on its own merit. This paper will also be a 

second instalment that focuses on the Pacific Region, whereas the first was North America. 

These cultural landscapes and sites include the Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial 

Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining, Australian Convict Sites, and 

the Ombilin Coal Mining Heritage of Sawahlunto in Indonesia. While a great distance apart 

from one another, these three areas of heritage preservation share a common theme of coal 

mining and the associated material infrastructure necessary for its extraction. What can we 

learn about how coal mining preservation heritage is being conducted in Australia, 

Indonesia, and Japan? In each instance there is an emphasis on promoting economic 

revitalizing through tourism since the former boomtown communities that hosted the 

people involved in mining activities experienced economic crisis following the closure of 

their respective mines. Moreover, the cultural landscape of each locality was also 

irrevocably scarred by the ecological destruction caused by the mining activities, creating 

profound environmental and social justice issues for the resident population, as well as 

others affected by where the coal was consumed for industrial uses. By conducting a 

comparative study of these coal heritage sites what can we learn from the best practices of 
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others in another part of the world and gain new insights about how the preservation of 

coal-themed heritage sites can be done better for sustainably balancing the social and 

economic needs of people with environmental quality and biological restoration in a new 

post-industrial setting.  


